Murle X 

Introduction 

1. Background 

The liurle people number about 70,000 and live in 
southeastern Sudan betv/een the Nile River and the 
Ethiopian border. The main sroup, the Lov/land Hurle, 
occupies the area around the junction of the Ken^en, 
Lotilla, and Veveno rivers where they join to form the 
Pibor River. The tov/n of Pibor is the administrative 
headquarters for this group of people. iSince the land 
in this area is flat, the rise and fall of the rivers 
alternately causes flooding and then drought. The Hurle 
are therefore a semi-nomadic people \ifho move v/ith their 
cattle in order to find sufficient grazing and water. 

A second group, the Highland Murle, inhabit the 
Soma Plateau about I30 miles southeast of Pibor. These 
people belong to the same group, but are agricultiiral 
due to the superior soil and rainfall on the plateau. 
All cattle in the area have died because of trypanoso- 
miasis, carried by the tsetse fly. The tv;o groups of 
Murle are separated by about 90 miles, v/hich is used 
as hunting land for both groups. The two groups keep 
in touch with each other, and frequent trips are made 
back and forth between the areas. 

The language of the Lowland Murle and the Highland 
Murle is basically the same. A few of the words are 
different, but not enough that there is any problem 
In communication between these two groups. There are 
also two splinter groups south of the liurle. The 
Longarim, which live in the Boya Hills, number about 
10,000, and the Tenet, living in the Lafit Mountains, 
number about 2,000. These tv/o groups have been separa- 
ted from the main body of the Murle for several genera- 
tions. They still find it possible to understand the 
liurle lan-;uage, altliou^^'h there are sorie basic differ- 
ences. 
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